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DISTRICT ATTORNEY AGREES TO VACATE THE CONVICTION OF 

INNOCENT MAN WHO SERVED NEARLY 19 YEARS OF HIS LIFE 

SENTENCE FOR MURDER BASED ON PERJURED TESTIMONY 
 

Los Angeles, CA: On Friday, September 21, 2012, Judge Schnegg, 

Supervising Judge for the Los Angeles Criminal Courts, is 

expected to decide the fate of a man who has served nearly 

nineteen years for a crime he did not commit. If all goes as 

expected, John Smith will finally be released from prison and 

reunited with his family.  In a rare and extraordinary move, the 

Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office will likely submit 

on the habeas petition Innocence Matters filed on Smith’s 

behalf, concluding that new evidence of Smith’s innocence 

severely undermines any confidence in the conviction, which was 

based entirely on perjured testimony.  The sole eyewitness 

recently admitted he lied at trial.  Paul Redden, a retired San 

Diego Police Department polygraphist with nearly thirty years’ 

experience, tested both men and verified the truthfulness of 

John Smith’s claim of innocence and the witness’s admission of 

perjury.  Other recently located witnesses also independently 

confirmed the perjury. 

 

“Mr. Smith always had a strong and credible alibi capable of 

being confirmed through independent records,” said Smith’s 

current attorney, Innocence Matters Executive Director Deirdre 

O’Connor.  “He was home with his family, three miles away, at 

the time of the shooting.  What Mr. Smith lacked was an 

effective trial lawyer.  There were phone records, timesheets 

and taxi receipts, which would have confirmed his alibi.  Sadly, 

his trial lawyer never bothered to obtain those records or 

interview the alibi witnesses.” 



 

Smith was 18 when he was falsely accused.  He naively trusted in 

his innocence and in his court-appointed lawyer.  Neither 

protected Smith.  Once convicted, Smith’s grandmother mortgaged 

her house to pay $65,000 for a private law firm, believing that 

would fix the problem.  The private lawyers failed to 

investigate Smith’s innocence; they missed numerous filing 

deadlines and, ultimately, lost Smith’s file and forgot about 

the case entirely.  Smith spent the better part of sixteen years 

trying to find someone to help him, only to be turned away.   

 

In December 2009, Smith contacted O’Connor, believing Innocence 

Matters to be a fully operational and funded project. It was 

not.  Nevertheless, O’Connor worked the case pro bono for six 

months at which time she founded Innocence Matters and was 

ultimately joined by a dozen law students and recent graduates 

eager to investigate Smith’s innocence. It started with the help 

of one student, Jess Farris, who spent her summer working with 

O’Connor, investigating Smith’s innocence.  Many more law 

students and recent graduates arrived soon thereafter to help 

O’Connor and Farris research and draft Smith’s petition, 

including Valerie Rone, Katie Walsh, Kiley Schaumleffel, Keyana 

Jones, Blair Miles, Susan Kinniry, Janina Botchis, Ann-Marissa 

Michaels, Candace Jones, and Aminah Williams.  

 

Innocence Matters credits Deputy District Attorney Marc St. 

Hippolyte for his tremendous integrity throughout his 

investigation of Smith’s case. “Marc is an exemplary public 

servant who understands that his role as a minister of justice 

is to follow the truth,” O’Connor stated.  “St. Hippolyte’s 

direct supervisor Brentford Ferreira is also to be commended for 

running the busy Habeas Corpus Litigation Unit in a way that 

encourages his team of lawyers to fairly evaluate the merits of 

innocence claims.” 

 

Innocence Matters is a nonprofit organization formed in 2010 

and dedicated to preventing wrongful convictions and honoring 

the truth.  In addition to providing direct representation for 

the innocent, the organization seeks to advance the broader 

goals of education, prevention and reform through innovative 

preventative programs.   

 

Learn more about Smith’s case at:  

http://www.innocencematters.us/John_Smith.html 

 

Donations can be made online here: 

http://tinyurl.com/InnocenceMattersDonation  
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